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(9, Part 1) 

Part 1  

   Vegetation Nuisances 

§1. Grass, Weeds and Certain Other Vegetation Prohibited as Nuisances 

Under Certain Conditions. 

No person, firm or corporation, owning or occupying any property within the Borough 

of Bloomfield shall permit any grass or weeds or any vegetation whatsoever, not 

edible or planted for some useful or ornamental purpose, to grow or remain upon 

such premises so as to exceed a height of 12 inches or to throw off any unpleasant or 

noxious odor or to conceal any filthy deposit or to create or produce pollen. Any grass, 

weeds or other vegetation growing upon any premises in the Borough in violation of 

any of the provisions of this Section is hereby declared to be a nuisance and 

detrimental to the health, safety and cleanliness and comfort of the inhabitants of the 

Borough. (Ord. 129, 7/8/1975, §1)  

§2.  Responsibility for Removal, Trimming or Cutting. 

The owner of any premises, as to vacant premises or premises occupied by the owner, 

and the occupant thereof, in ease of premises occupied by other than the owner 

thereof, shall remove, turn or cut all grass, weeds or other vegetation growing or 

remaining upon such premises in violation of the provisions of the first Section of this 

ordinance.1 (Ord. 129, 7/8/1975. §2) 

§3.  Notice to Remove, Trim or Cut: Borough May Do Work and Collect Costs 

Plus 10%. 

 

The Borough Council, or any officer, or employee of the Borough designated thereby 

for the purpose, is hereby authorized to give notice, by personal service or by mail, to 

the owner or occupant, as the case may be, of any premises whereon grass, weeds or 

other vegetation is growing or remaining in violation of the provisions of the first 

Section of this ordinance,2 directing and requiring such owner or occupant to remove, 

trim or cut such grass, weeds or vegetation, so as to conform to the requirements of 

this ordinance within five days after issuance of such notice. In ease any person, firm 

or corporation shall neglect, or refuse to comply with such notice, within the period of 

the time stated therein, the Borough authorities may remove, trim or cut such grass, 

weeds or vegetation, and the cost thereof, together with an additional amount of 10% 

thereof, may be collected by the Borough from such person, firm or corporation, in the 

manner provided by law for the collection of municipal claims, or by action of 

assumpsit, or by bill in equity   (Ord. 129, 7/8/1975, §3) 
 

 

__________________________ 
1  Section 1 of this Chapter.  

2  Section 1 of this Chapter. 
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HEALTH AND SANITATION 

§4. Penalty for Violation. 

Any person, firm or corporation who or which shall violate or fail, neglect or refuse to 

comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance³ shall upon conviction thereof, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $50 and costs of prosecution. Provided: each 

day that a violation shall be permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense. 

(Ord. 129, 7/8/1975, §4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 
3   Sections 1 to 4 of this chapter 
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                                                                                                                          (9, Part2) 

     Part 2 

                                                         Vehicle Nuisances 

§11. Motor Vehicle Nuisances. 

It shall be unlawful for any person or owner thereof to park any unattended, unregis-

tered, uninspected, disabled or abandoned motor vehicle within the confines of any 

Borough street and/or alley or the rights-of-way thereof. (Ord. 198, 4/5/1994. §1) 

§12. Removal and Impounding. 

The Borough of Bloomfield shall have authority to remove and impound, or to order 

the removal and impounding of any unattended, unregistered, uninspected, disabled 

or abandoned motor vehicle from within the confines of any Borough street and/or 

alloy or the rights-of-way thereof. (Ord. 198, 4/5/1994, §2) 

§13. Approved Storage Garages. 

Removal and impounding of vehicles shall be done only by approved storage garages 

that shall be designated from time to time by Bloomfield Borough Council. Every 

such garage shall submit evidence to Council that it is bonded or has acquired 

liability insurance in an amount satisfactory to Council as sufficient to indemnify 

owners of impounded vehicles against loss or damage to those vehicles while in the 

custody of the garage keeper for the purpose of towing or storage. The approved 

storage garage shall submit to Council its schedule of charges for towing and storage 

of vehicles and, when the schedule is approved by Council, those charges shall he 

adhered to by the approved storage garage. (Ord. 198, 4/5/1994. §3) 

§14. Payment of Towing and Storage Charges. 

The payment of towing and storage charges shall not relieve the owner or driver of 

any vehicle from liability for any fine or penalty for the violation hereof. (Ord. 198, 

4/5/1994, §4) 

§15.  Reclamation of Vehicle. 

In order to reclaim a vehicle, the owner shall pay towing and storage costs, plus a 

$25 fee, of which $10 thereof shall he transferred to the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation by the garage to which the vehicle was taken  (Ord  198, 4/5/1994, §5) 
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HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 

§16. Records. 

The Borough of Bloomfield shall cause a record to be kept of all vehicle impounded 

and shall he able at all reasonable times; to furnish the owners or the agents of the 

owners of those vehicles with information as to the place of storage of the vehicle. 

(Ord. 198, 4/5/1994, §6) 

 

§17. Immediate Removal of Vehicle by Person in Charge of Vehicle. 

 

No vehicle shall be removed under the authority hereof if, at the time of the intended 

removal, the owner or the person for the time being in charge of the vehicle is 

present and expresses a willingness and intention of removing the vehicle 

immediately. (Ord. 198, 4/5/1994, §7) 

§18. Unclaimed Vehicles. 

If after a period of 15 days the vehicle in storage remains unclaimed, a report shall 

be filed with PennDOT in accordance with Section 7311 of the Vehicle Code, by the 

person having custody of the vehicle. If the vehicle has not been claimed after 30 

days, the vehicle may be transferred to a licensed salvor who will then be 

responsible for filing the proper reports and disposing of the vehicle in accordance 

with the provisions of Chapter 73 of the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code (75 

Pa.C.S.A. §7301, et seq.) as hereafter amended, supplemented, modified or 

reenacted by the General Assembly of Pennsylvania. (Ord. 198, 4/5/1994, §8) 

§19. Penalty for Violation. 

Any person who shall violate any provision hereof shall be liable upon conviction in 

a summary proceeding before a District Justice to a fine of not more than $300, plus 

the costs of prosecution together with all costs of towing and storage, or in default of 

the payment thereof, to undergo imprisonment in the Perry County Prison for a 

period not exceeding 30 days: each day that a violation exists being considered a 

separate offense. (Ord. 198, 4/5/1994, §9; as amended by Ord. 322, 9/6/2016, §2, Part 

2)   
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(9, Part 3) 

Part 3  

                               Nuisances, Junk and Abandoned Vehicles 

§301. Definitions and Word Usage. 

1 For the purposes of this Part, the following terms, phrases, words and their 

derivations shall have the meanings given herein. 

2 When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense 

include the future; words in the plural number include the singular number, 

and words in the singular number include the plural number; and the word 

"shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory. 

ABANDONED VEHICLES - 

A.      A vehicle (other than a pedal cycle): 

(1) That is inoperable and is left unattended on public property 

for more than 48 hours. 

(2) That has remained illegally on public property or public high-

way right-of-way for a period of more than 48 hours. 

(3) That is without a valid registration plate or certificate of 

inspection or title left unattended on or along a public right -

of- way or that has remained on private property with or 

without the consent of the owner or person in control of the 

property for more than 48 hours. 

8.      Conditions under which vehicles are not considered "abandoned;" 

(1) Vehicles and equipment used, or to be used, in construction 

and/or in the operation or maintenance of public facilities 

and/or private property which are left in a manner which does 

not interfere with the normal movement of traffic and does 

not create a nuisance as defined in this Part. 

(2) Vehicles and equipment stored in a garage on the property, or 

no more than two vehicles per taxable parcel provided the 

vehicles have a custom-designed and manufactured cover on 

the vehicles. 

(3)     A licensed auto-repair garage actively repairing a vehicle for 

a period of time not to exceed six months. 
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BOROUGH COUNCIL - the Council of Bloomfield Borough, Perry County, 

Pennsylvania. 

DANGEROUS STRUCTURE - any building which has deteriorated to the state 

where it is dangerous and unsafe to human occupancy, constitutes a fire 

hazard, endangers surrounding buildings, shelters rats or other vermin or 

endangers the safety of children playing thereabouts. 

FARMING - any parcel of land containing 10 or more acres of land, which is 

used for gain in the raising of agricultural products, livestock, poultry and 

dairy products. Such term includes necessary farm structures within the 

prescribed limits and the storage of equipment used but excludes the raising of 

furbearing animals, riding academies, lively or boarding stables and dog 

kennels. 

GARBAGE - animal, vegetable or organic waste, cans and plastics from the 

handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food, to include all 

styrofoam and am other packaging. 

JUNK - any discarded material or article which cannot be used for its original 

use which shall include, but not be limited to furniture, bedding, televisions, 

electrical appliances, scrap metal, scrapped/abandoned or junked motor 

vehicles, tires no longer serviceable, machinery, equipment, paper, glass, 

containers and structures, including used lumber, used plumbing supplies and 

other building materials. 

JUNK VEHICLES - any motor vehicle that is valueless except as junk 

NUISANCE - the unreasonable, unwarrantable or unlawful use of public or 

private property which has the potential to cause or causes injury, damage and 

hurt and/or abuses inconvenience, annoyance or discomfort to any person in the 

legitimate enjoyment of his reasonable rights of person or property. 

OWNER - a person owning, leasing, occupying or having charge of any 

premises or vehicle within the Borough. 

PERSON - any natural person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, 

company or organization of any kind. 

(Ord. 256, 9/5/2006, §1; as amended by Ord. 322, 9/6/2016, §2, Part 3)  

§302. Nuisances Declared Illegal. 

Nuisances, including but not limited to the following, are hereby declared to be illegal 

when not in accordance with this Part and upon confirmation by the Council: 

A       Storing or accumulating the following: 

(1)      Garbage or rubbish             
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(9, Part 3) 
 

              (2)    Junk material, including but not limited to unused or abandoned 

                            machinery and equipment.           

(3)    Other junk, including but not limited to any and all forms of waste 

and refuse of any type of material, including scrap metal, glass, 

appliances, industrial waste and other salvageable materials. 

B.      It shall be unlawful to store or deposit any abandoned or junked vehicle, 

or part thereof, in or on any highway or public or private property, vacant 

or occupied, within Bloomfield Borough. 

C.     Drainage or flow, or allowing to drain or flow, by pipe or other channel, 

whether natural or artificial any foul or offensive water or drainage from 

sinks, bathtubs, washstands, lavatories, water closets, swimming pools, 

privies or cesspools of any kind or nature whatsoever, or any other foul or 

offensive water or fouled or offensive drainage of any kind, from property 

along any public highway, road, street, avenue, lane or alley in the 

Borough into or upon any said highway, road, street, avenue, lane or 

alley, or from any property into or upon any adjoining property. 

D.    Draining or flowing, or allowing to drain or flow, any water or drainage 

from a dwelling or structure situated upon a property along any public 

highway, road, street, avenue, lane or alley in the Borough into or upon 

the cartway or traveled portion of any said highway, street, road, avenue, 

lane or alley, except where provision has been made in said cartway or 

traveled portion for said drainage by means of a drainage ditch, rain 

gutters or by any other means. 

E.     Burning garbage, recyclable plastics, glass, newspaper, aluminum cans, 

tires or anything that produces arid/or emits toxic fumes. 

F.  Maintaining or causing to be maintained any dangerous structure, 

including but, not limited to abandoned or unoccupied buildings or parts 

of buildings in a state of dilapidation or disrepair, 

G.   No existing structure will be permitted to be burned without proper 

permits as required in D.E.R. PA Code, Title 25, Part 1, Subpart C, 

Article III, Chapter 129. 

H.     Permitting or allowing any well or cistern to be or remain uncovered. 

I.    Pushing, shoveling or otherwise depositing snow upon the cartway or 

traveled portion of any public highway, road or street which is 

maintained by the Borough or by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

and allowing same to remain thereon. 
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       J.     Allowing or permitting any excavation, material excavated or obstruction  

on or adjoining any highway, street or road to remain opened or exposed                                

without the same being secured by a warning and safety devices such as 

lights or reflective materials, barricade, temporary fence or other protective 

materials. 

 

           K.     No vehicles, fences, trees, pines, brush, hedges, shrubbery or any other solid 

               object shall block the view of an adjacent driveway onto a public or 

               private right of-way. All such solid objects shall be located a sufficient  

               distance   from the roadway to permit a clear sight measured 37 1/2 feet in  

               both directions from the intersection on the roadway and 10 feet back onto  

               the driveway from the edge of roadway. 

       I.     Other activities can be conducted if the activity is not prohibited in this 

                    part or does not create a nuisance as defined in this Part. 

(Ord. 256, 9/5/2006, §2) 

§303. Notice of Violation. 

Whenever a condition constituting a nuisance is permitted or maintained, theCouncil 

shall cause written notice to be served upon the owner in one of the following ways: 

       A.     By making personal delivery of the notice to the owner. 

B.    By handing a copy of the notice at the residence of the owner to an adult   

member of the family with which he resides; but if no adult member of the 

family is found, then to an adult person m charge of such residence. 

C.  By fixing a copy of the notice to the door at the entrance of the premises in 

violation.  

D. By mailing a copy of the notice to the last known address of the owner by 

certified mail. 

E.    By publishing a copy of the notice in the local newspaper once a week for 

three successive weeks. Such notice shall set forth in what respects such 

condition constitutes a nuisance and whether removal is necessary and re-

quired by the Borough or whether the situation can be corrected by repairs, 

alterations or by fencing or boarding or in some way confining and limiting 

the nuisance Such notice shall require the owner to commence action m ac-

cordance with the terms thereof within 21 days and thereafter to comply 

fully with its terms with reasonable dispatch, all material to be supplied 

and work done at the owner’s expense; provided, however, that if the viola-

tion charged is under §302E, G, I or J, and if the circumstances require im-

mediate corrective measures, such notice shall require the owner to imme-

diately comply with the terms thereof. 
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(Ord. 256, 9/572006, §3) 

§304.  Violations and Penalties. 

If the owner, after receiving due notice, refuses to comply with the terms thereof 

within the allotted amount of time as determined by the Borough: 

A. He shall be in violation of this Part and shall, upon conviction thereof, 

pay a fine of not more than $300 and the costs of prosecution, shall be 

imprisoned for not more than 10 days, provided that each day's 

continuance of a violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

B. The Borough Council may direct the removal, repairs or alterations, as 

the case may be, to be done by the Borough; and the cost thereof, with a 

penalty of 10% may be collected from the owner of the premises by an 

action of assumpsit or by filing a municipal claim or lien therefore 

against such real estate. 

C. The Borough, by means of a complaint in equity, may compel the owner 

to do so or seek such other relief as such court is empowered to afford. 

(Ord. 256, 9/5/2006, §4; as amended by Ord. 322, 9/6/2016, §2, Part 3) 

§305.  Effective Date;  Exceptions 

This Part shall become effective within five days after the adoption thereof, except as 

hereinafter provided: 

A.       All persons who, upon adoption of this Part, have stored and/or deposited 

any abandoned or junked vehicles, or parts thereof, on said property 

shall, within 18 months of adoption of this Part, remove all abandoned or 

junked vehicles thereon so as to comply with the provisions of this Part. 

(Ord. 256, 9/5/2006, §6) 

 

 

 

 

 

10/27/2016



9-12 

 

                                                                                                                         (9, Part 4) 

§401.   Statement of Intent 

 

        The Borough of Bloomfield shall provide for the public health, safety and welfare of  

        all borough citizens against blighted structures and/or property in the state of  

        disrepair through neglect, lack of reasonable and routine maintenance of buildings  

        and grounds which may be detrimental to the desirable character of the Borough,  

        allow for rodent infestation, and lend itself to decreased property values.  

       (Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §401) 

 

 

§402.  Definitions and Word Usage 

 

        Abandoned real property – real property that meets any of the following criteria: 

 

               A.  Any property which is vacated or unoccupied and may be subject to a 

                     mortgage under a notice of default, tax claim sale or foreclosure.  

                      

               B.  Any property which is unoccupied for a period exceeding 12 months and: 

                          

                     (1)  unsecured or secured by other than normal means 

                          

                     (2)  an unsafe building as determined by the Code Enforcement Officer  

                            and/or Zoning Officer 

 

                     (3)  having utilities disconnected 

 

                     (4)  occupied by illegal loitering, squatting or vagrancy 

 

                     (5)  abandoned by the property owner 

                          

                     (6)  may be listed by a PA licensed realtor for a period exceeding 12  

                           months, unless court proceedings such as sheriff sale or bankruptcy are  

                           in effect. 

         

 

          Enforcement Officer – Any building official, zoning inspector/officer, code 

          enforcement officer, or building inspector employed by the borough. 

 

 

          Evidence of Abandonment – Any condition that on its own, or combined with other  

          conditions present would lead a reasonable person to believe the property is  

          abandoned. Such conditions may include, but not limited to, overgrown or dead 

          vegetation, accumulation of abandoned personal property, statements by neighbors, 

          passers by, and delivery agents. 
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          Owner – Any person, agent, operator, firm, partnership, legal entity, or corporation 

          having a legal or equitable interest in the real property; or recorded in the official 

          records of the Commonwealth, County or Borough as holding title and control to 

          the property.      

 

          Person – An individual, corporation, partnership or any other group acting as a unit 

 

          Public Nuisance - Abandoned property in the Borough of Bloomfield as further 

          defined in this Chapter herein shall constitute a public nuisance  

          

          Property Management Company – A property manager, property maintenance 

          company or similar entity or individual responsible for the maintenance of real 

          property 

 

          Unoccupied – without inhabitants, deserted 

 

          Vacant – any building or structure that is not legally occupied 

         (Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §402) 

 

§403.  Applicability of Standards  
            

         A. The provisions established hereafter shall govern the minimum conditions and  

               the responsibilities of persons for maintenance of structures, equipment and  

               exterior property.  

               

              1. The owner of the premises shall maintain the structures and exterior property  

                   in compliance with these requirements, except as otherwise provided for in  

                   this code. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another 

                   person to occupy premises which are not in a sanitary and safe condition and 

                   which do not comply with the requirements of this chapter. Occupants of a  

                   dwelling unit, rooming unit or housekeeping unit are responsible for keeping  

                   in a clean, sanitary and safe condition that part of the dwelling unit, rooming  

                   unit, housekeeping unit or premises which they occupy and control.  

 

               2. All vacant structures and premises thereof or vacant land shall be maintained  

                   in a clean, safe, secure and sanitary condition as provided herein so as not to  

                   cause a blighting problem or adversely affect the public health or safety. 

        (Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §403) 

 

§404.  Exterior Property Areas  

                     

          A. Sanitation - All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean,  

               safe and sanitary condition. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior  

               property which such occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary  

               condition.  
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                                                                                                                               (9, Part 4) 

 

          B. Grading and drainage - All premises shall be graded and maintained to  

               prevent the erosion of soil and to prevent the accumulation of stagnant  

               water thereon, or within any structure located thereon. 

                                Exception: Approved retention areas and reservoirs. 

    

           C. Sidewalks and driveways - All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, 

                parking spaces and similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair,  

                and maintained free from hazardous conditions.  

 

           D. Vegetation - All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from  

                 weeds or plant growth in excess of 12 inches. All noxious weeds shall be  

                 prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants and  

                 vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however, this term shall 

                 not include cultivated flowers and gardens.  

  

            E. Rodent harborage - All structures and exterior property shall be kept free  

                 from rodent harborage and infestation. Where rodents are found, they  

                 shall be promptly exterminated by approved processes which will not be  

                 injurious to human health. After pest elimination, proper precautions 

                 shall be taken to eliminate rodent harborage and prevent re-infestation.  

 

             F. Exhaust vents - Pipes, ducts, conductors, fans or blowers shall not  

                 discharge gases, steam, vapor, hot air, grease, smoke, odors or other  

                 gaseous or particulate wastes directly upon abutting or adjacent public or  

                 private property or that of another tenant.  

 

             G. Accessory structures - All accessory structures, including detached garages,  

                  fences and walls, shall be maintained structurally sound and in good condition 

(Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §404) 

 

 

§405.  Exterior of Structures  

                       

              A. Structural members - All structural members shall be maintained free  

                   from deterioration, and shall be capable of safely supporting the imposed  

                   dead and live loads.  

 

              B. Foundation walls - All foundation walls shall be maintained plumb and  

                   free from open cracks and breaks and shall be kept in such condition so as  

                   to prevent the entry of rodents and other pests.  

        

               C. Exterior walls - All exterior walls shall be free from holes, breaks, and  

                    loose or rotting materials; and maintained weatherproof and properly  

                    surface coated where required to prevent deterioration. 
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              D. Roofs and drainage - The roof and flashing shall be sound, tight and not  

                    have defects that admit rain. Roof drainage shall be adequate to prevent  

                    dampness or deterioration in the walls or interior portion of the structure.  

                    Roof drains, gutters and downspouts shall be maintained in good repair  

                    and free from obstructions. Roof water shall not be discharged in a  

                     manner that creates a public nuisance.  

        

                E. Decorative features - All cornices, belt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim,  

                     wall facings and similar decorative features shall be maintained in good 

                     repair with proper anchorage and in a safe condition.  

 

                 F. Overhang extensions - All overhang extensions including, but not limited  

                      to canopies, marquees, signs, metal awnings, fire escapes, standpipes and  

                      exhaust ducts shall be maintained in good repair and be properly anchored  

                      so as to be kept in a sound condition. When required, all exposed surfaces 

                      of metal or wood shall be protected from the elements and against decay  

                      or rust by periodic application of weather-coating materials, such as paint 

                      or similar surface treatment. 

  

                 G. Stairways, decks, porches and balconies – Every exterior stairway, deck,  

                      porch and balcony, and all appurtenances attached thereto, shall be  

                      maintained structurally sound, in good repair, with proper anchorage and  

                      capable of supporting the imposed loads. 

  

                 H. Chimneys and towers - All chimneys, cooling towers, smoke stacks, and  

                       similar appurtenances shall be maintained structurally safe and sound, and  

                       in good repair. All exposed surfaces of metal or wood shall be protected  

                       from the elements and against decay or rust by periodic application of  

                       weather-coating materials, such as paint or similar surface treatment.  

 

                   I. Handrails and guards - Every handrail and guard shall be firmly fastened  

                       and capable of supporting normally imposed loads and shall be  

                       maintained in good condition.  

 

                    

                  J. Defacement of property - No person shall willfully or wantonly damage,  

                       mutilate or deface any exterior surface of any structure or building on any 

                       private or public property by placing thereon any marking, carving or  

                       graffiti. It shall be the responsibility of the owner to restore said  

                       surface to an approved state of maintenance and repair. 

(Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §405) 
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  §406.  Administration and Enforcement  

 

           The administration and enforcement of this regulation shall be carried out by the 

           Office of the Mayor and Enforcement Officer in accordance with procedures  

           adopted herein. The Enforcement Officer and/or Zoning Officer may inspect,  

           with probable cause, any property abandoned or illegally occupied at the  

           direction of the Mayor upon determination of noncompliance to maintenance  

           standards set forth herein or with direct evidence of abandonment. 

 

(Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §406) 

 

 

 

§407.  Notice of Violation and Penalty 

 

           Upon failure to comply with the terms or conditions of this regulation, the owner 

           and/or occupant shall be notified by the Borough or its authorized representative,  

           by certified mail, of said violation. Such notification shall be in writing and shall  

           identify the premises and site the specific violation. It shall direct the  

           owner/occupant to correct deficiencies within a 30 day period from the receipt of  

           such notice and provide for penalties and/or fines set forth by annual resolution. In 

           the event, the owner/occupant of abandoned real property cannot be ascertained,  

           the borough may contract with a property management company for correction  

           thereof and recover the costs in a manner prescribed by law.        

 

(Ord. 331, 12/5/2017, §407) 
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